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780 Main  St  

South  Weymouth ,  Ma 

Of f ice  o f  the  Massachuset ts  At to rney Genera l  

A t tn :  Ant i t rus t  D iv is ion  

One Ashbur ton P lace,  18 th  F loor  

Boston,  MA 02108 

10/20/14 

Thank you fo r  the  oppor tun i ty  to  comment  on the  pend ing merger  be tween Par tners  Hea l thcare  (PHC)  

and South  Shore  Hosp i ta l  (SSH) .  

Th is  le t te r  o f  endorsement  Is  wr i t ten  as  somebody who l ives  in  the  communi ty  and thus  cons iders  

h imse l f  a  par t  "owner i f  you wi l l ,  o f  the  not  fo r  pro f i t  char i tab le  asset  (SSH) ,  I t  i s  a lso  wr i t ten  as  a  

member  o f  the  communi ty  who 's  fami ly  has  got ten  and wi l l  cont inue to  get  hea l thcare  a t  the  fac i l i t y  

and depends wi th  my and my fami ly 's  l i fe  on  tha t  care .  I t  i s  a lso  wr i t ten  as  a  member  o f  the  medica l  

s ta f f ,  a  fo rmer  Pres ident  o f  the  medica l  s ta f f ,  and a  fo rmer  member  o f  the  Board  o f  D i rec tors  o f  SSH 

who ,  when 1 vo ted to  proceed wi th  the  merger ,  was comfor tab le  tha t  I had done fu l l  due d i l igence and 

conc luded,  re luc tant ly ,  tha t  a  merger  was needed and tha t  PHC is  (  and was)  by  fa r  the  best  op t ion  fo r  

the  hosp i ta l ,  s ta f f ,  and communi ty .  

1 want  to  g ive  a  l i t t le  background:  When I f in ished my res idency 1 chose not  to  prac t ice  a t  a  Br igham or  

o ther  academic  ins t i tu l t lon .  I had  hoped to  jo in  a  s ta f f  tha t  prov ided rea l ly  h igh  qua l i ty  care  in  the  

communi ty ,  had a  not  too  busy  ER,  and was not  an  academic  ins t i tu t ion .  I  wanted to  jo in  a  s ta f f  where  1 

cou ld  (  and in  fac t  d id )  b r ing  my ch i ld ren on rounds on weekends.  I f ound what  1 was look ing fo r  in  SSH 

and I am very  comfor tab le  tha t  I have been par t  o f  a  s ta f f  tha t  has  g iven rea l ly  good care  and qua l i ty  to  

my pat ien ts .  I t  has  been deep ly  sa t is fy ing ,  cha l leng ing,  and reward ing.  1 have,  in  shor t ,  had a  good 

run.  There  is  however  one prob lem,  the  hosp i ta l  I j o ined in  1991 has morphed in to  a  much d i f fe rent  

p lace.  Th is  is  nowhere  near  the  hosp i ta l  1 jo ined back  then.  The prob lem is ,  and I know th is  f rom s i t t ing  

on  mul t ip le  commi t tees ,  hav ing been a  vo t ing  member  o f  the  Board  and before  tha t  a  v is i to r  to  the  

Board ,  tha t  the  fac i l i t y  I  j o ined 23 years  ago wou ld  have long ago c losed.  I t  wou ld  long ago have gone 

bankrupt .  I t  has  morphed as  the  s i tua t ion  demanded In to  what  I t  i s  today.  

I t  i s  the  same wi th  th is  merger .  We need th is  merger  so  tha t  we can cont inue to  a t t rac t  ta len ted 

phys ic ians  to  the  communi ty  and s ta f f ,  we need th is  so  I can  cont inue to  prov ide  good care ,  we need 

th is  so  I and my fami ly  can cont inue to  come to  the  ER and o ther  depar tments  as  a  pat ien t  w i th  to ta l  

conf idence in  the  leve l  o f  care  we are  get t ing .  
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The hea l thcare  wor ld  is  chang ing,  SSH must  change a lso .  PHC is  the  by  fa r  the  best  o rgan iza t ion  we can 

par tner  w i th ,  i t  o f fe rs  the  best  oppor tun i ty  fo r  me as  a  prac t i t ioner  to  cont inue to  a t t rac t  par tners  when 

needed,  the  merger  wi l l  a l low me and o ther  members  o f  the  communi ty  to  main ta in  to ta l  conf idence in  

the  care  we prov ide.  

Other  peop le  can comment  on the  economics  o f  th is  merger ,  i t  i s  very  c lear  tha t  exper ts  d isagree.  What  

I can  speak to  is  the  de l ivery  o f  hea l thcare ,  and 1 can  speak to  i t  about  my communi ty  f rom a  very  

exper ienced pos i t ion .  Th is  I  know,  the  best  oppor tun i ty  fo r  me and my fe l low members  o f  the  medica l  

s ta f f  to  cont inue to  prov ide  rea l ly  h igh  qua l i ty  care  to  my communi ty ,  fo r  the  ins t i tu t ion  to  cont inue to  

bu i ld  p rograms to  serve the  hea l thcare  needs o f  the  South  Shore ,  fo r  me as  a  pat ien t  to  ge t  super io r  

care ,  l ies  in  th is  merger .  I f  you  look  a t  the  converse,  shou ld  th is  no t  happen,  i t  w i l l  become progress ive ly  

d i f f i cu l t  to  a t t rac t  phys ic ians ,  to  ra ise  cap i ta l  fo r  the  ever  increas ing demands of  emr  e tc ,  and SSH wi l l  

see  a  rea l  p rob lem (  over  t ime)  in  the  prov is ion  o f  care .  In  shor t ,  the  communi ty  asset  wi l l  become less  

o f  an  asset .  

For  these reasons 1 most  hear ted ly  d id  as  a  c i t i zen o f  the  communi ty ,  as  a  pat ien t ,  spouse and fa ther  o f  

pa t ien ts ,  as  a  member  and leader  o f  the  medica l  s ta f f ,  and as  a  member  o f  the  Board  o f  D i rec tors  as  a  

f iduc iary  fo r  the  not  fo r  p ro f i t  communi ty  asset ,  and cont inue to ,  endorse th is  merger  and fee l  s t rong ly  

tha t  i t  shou ld  be  approved.  

John D.  Fe ldman,  Md 

South  Shore  Uro log ic  Assoc.  

*p lease note ,  desp i te  the  s imi la r i ty  In  name,  1 am In  the  pr iva te  prac t ice  o f  u ro log ic  surgery  and not  an  

employee In  any  way o f  SSH 

Thank you 


